	JOB SAFETY ANALYSIS
	Job Task: Weed Whacking
	Date:
	Analysis Performed By:
City of Greensburg

	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	POTENTIAL HAZARDS 
	RECOMMENDED ACTION 

	1. Preparing to weed whack.

	· Injury of back, shoulder, legs or arms
	· Put on proper attire (long pants, long sleeves, shoes that cover the whole foot). Remove weed whacker from storage, lifting from the legs not back. Clear area of objects or rocks. Put on goggles, gloves and ear plugs.

	2. Check equipment.

	· Cut skin, electric shock, fire, other malfunction
	· Check gas levels. Check for leaks (oil or gas). Do not smoke around equipment 
· Check weed whacker for loose parts (blades, plastic caps, motor parts, wires)

	3. Starting the weed whacker.

	· Break the equipment. Cut open exposed skin.
	· Choke and prime the weed whacker as per the specifications by manufacturer after the equipment is turned on/plugged in 
· Pull chord with the exhaust and blades facing away from you and others

	4. Commence weed whacking.
 
	· Injury to eyes from debris damage ears due to loud noise. Strain back; shoulders, legs. Cut exposed skin. Injury to others with debris. Trip in hole. Poison ivy/oak exposure.
	· Weed whack watching for holes and/or other objects
· Be aware of others in the area of the whacker. 
· Do not point blades or exhaust at yourself or others. Turn off weed whacker when finished

	5. Post weed whacking.
 
	· Injury to back, shoulders, legs arms. Exposure to poison ivy/oak. Cut exposed skin.
	· Return weed whacker to dry storage place  Clean up weeds and debris 
· Dispose of properly 
· Remove gloves and other safety equipment  Take off grassy clothes
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